








G. C. Grindley a well established fine bookbinder 
and illustrator. 

Among the musicians are Dr. Caleb Jarvis, the 
organist at St. George's Hall, and Ronald Settle, 
who is the musical director of the Liverpool 
Playhouse Theatre. 

No less in variety of interests are the organisa ­
tions who make their headquarters in the building. 
The longest in occupation is, of course, the Sandon 
Studios Society which evolved from the original 
coterie of artists. Sir Charles Reilly, famous one­
time Professor of Architecture in Liverpool and one 
of the prime movers in the negotiations which led 
to the foundation of the Bluecoat Society of Arts, 
has related how "all the lovely space now at our 
disposal nevertheless left a large section of the 
ground floor unoccupied (and) there was an 
empty range of rooms very suited to a club. We 
determined to invent one." 

So, for sixty years, "the Sandon" has carried on 
the traditions of that pioneering committee and has 
spread its wings to cover all art forms. Its premises 
include an intimate concert room, several studios, a 
dining-room and a bar. 

The society oldest in years is, without doubt, the 
flourishing Liverpool Amateur Photograph ic 
Association which was founded as far back as 
1853 when photography was very much a speci­
alised pastime. The Association provides dark-room 
facilities for its members and has a lecture room 
which is also the venue for its twice-yearly exhibi­
tions of members' work. 

The field of speaking and drama is represented by 
the English Speaking Board on the one hand and 
by the Liverpool Shakespeare Society on the other. 

The English Speaking Board was formed in 
Liverpool in 1954 "to encourage continuous 
training in oral communication throughout every 
stage of school life and further education"- a fact 
which might raise some eyebrows in the know­
ledge that a current best-selling book in the city is 
entitled Lem Yerself Scouse ! 

The one, needless to say, has no connection with 
the other and t he Board fulfils its aims by con­
ducting courses and examinations in spoken 
English and by promoting weekend conferences. 

The Liverpool Shakespeare Societywasfounded 
just aft_er _the last war to encourage the study and 
apprec1~t1on of Shakespeare's plays. This they do 
by holding lectures, discussions and readings and 
by a full -scale annual production. 

In the ea~t wing of the building, along devious 
narmw corridors a~d up and down a clattering of 
stairs, the Merseyside Film Inst itute Society has its 
headquarters. Apart from being one of the oldest 
f ilm societies in the country (it w as formed in 1933) 
it is also one of t he largest w ith a total membership 
of over tw elve hundred. Its members range from 
artisans to academics, from eighteen to eighty. It 
boasts its own fully -equipped ninety -six seater 
cinema and on four nights a week from September 
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A bstract in copper by Eve Tompsett. one of the few artists 
specialising in this medium. 
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Portrait of an Industrialist. 
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View of the 'craftsman ·s market' in the B lu ecoat Display 
Centre. 
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Liverpool Mozart Orchestra performs regularly in the 
concert hall. 

to May each year it shows a programme of films 
which have some special artistic or cultura l merit. 
And its interpretation of what is cultural and 
artistic is generous. The programme for the current 
season, for example, ranges from Ivan the Terrible 
to Breakfast at Tiffany's. 

The North-West Area of the English Folk Dance 
and Song Society also has its offices in the 
bu ild ing from where it promotes Barn Dances, folk 
song concerts and festivals and folk music appre­
ciation courses. In similar way, the Liverpool Youth 
Music Committee, another tena nt, organises 
"Music Boxes" where young people meet for 
informal discussion and music-making to bridge 
the gap between school and the adult music 
world. 

The only 'commercia l' interests permitted to have 
accommodation there are architects-always 
useful people to have about in a bui lding as old as 
this !-and among t hem are Kingham Knight 
Associates who are at present engaged on the vast 
Strand -Paradise Development Scheme in the city. 

From all this it wi ll be seen that the Bluecoat 
Society of Arts has carried out its original t rust to 
the letter with the resu lt that in the diversity of 
activities within the bui lding it can claim to be 
unique. 

The Government has shown a commendable 
attitude towards artistic endeavour in general and 
Miss Jennie Lee, the Mi nister for Cu ltural Affairs, 
has travelled the country urging local authorities 
to initiate the formation of arts centres. It is in 
keeping with Liverpool's reputation as a pioneer in 
so many matters that " the Bluecoat" anticipated 
these official exhortations by forty years. 

ALAN BRACK 
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