
The Lighthouse Invites the Storm (2017-18)
 
Exploring Lowry’s Under the Volcano in collaboration with 
Liverpool John Moores University, Bluecoat and Mariner’s Park.

Hear Us O Lord From Heaven Thy Dwelling Place (2020-22)

Exploring Lowry’s collection of short stories in relation to 
increased care for our oceans. We create a network that will 
sail between Liverpool and Isle of Man to gather audio-visual 
material for podcasts and publications, funded by AHRC. 



Hear Us O Lord From Heaven Thy 
Dwelling Place, published 1961.

Title from Manx hymn. 

Collection of seven interrelated short 
stories exploring sea journeys through 
the Panama Canal, the struggles of 
the writer at sea, the author finding 
peace in a beach shack in a proto-
hippy style, while observing oil 
refineries. 

We will be at sea, writing, discussing, 
recording, mingling with the public, 
trying to develop a new audio 
vocabulary for thinking about our 
plastic-filled oceans. 



First sailing due September 2020, but Covid delays gave us the chance to network online, bringing together artists, 
sound recordists, writers, members of eXXpedition (all female round-Britain sailings logging plastic pollution), The 
Art Doctors (social prescribing), Retail Institute, Maritime Museum, poets, retired Sea Captains and musicians. We 
send out physical copies of Hear Us and set up a Dropbox for shared audio files. We discuss notions of noise 
pollution, unmanned ships, salvage, Suez Canal and Frere Jacques. We buy the website www.malcolmlowry.com. 



11 September 2021, Lego lost at sea (a lego ship from my childhood), reading Lowry into the wind, joining up with 
Beach Buddies in Peel for beach clean, thinking about ‘time enough’, writing at sea, map reading and playing



Clear water, Roger aiming to collect 85,000 pieces of plastic, UNESCO Biosphere Status, local record shop and band 
BAAD ACID interested in contributing, Art Doctors engage passengers in word games, plastics (Ireland-Blackpool)



Talking with Chief Engineer who takes Louise and Rob below deck to film and record, looking to develop 
relationships with all partners and introduce them to Lowry and think of new audio language – abstract, collaged



Hiding in plain site … sailings from Liverpool between March and October each year, 3 hours each way, podcasts to 
be announced within Maritime Museum and other venues from early 2022. 





Through The Panama With Malcolm Lowry and Rob Keith

On the 7th November 1947, Malcolm and his wife left Vancouver onboard the s.S.Diderot, a liberty ship of about 
5,000 tons. They were heading for Rotterdam, via San Francisco, Los Angeles, the Panama Canal and Curacao. 



In 1513, it was discovered that only a narrow strip of land separated the Atlantic from the 
Pacific

In 1534, it was decided that the building of a canal was impossible.

In 1869, the route of the current canal was identified. The  construction of the canal began in 
the 1880`s and construction was fully completed in 1914 at a cost of us $639 million



Northbound vessels from Pacific to 
Atlantic. Ais radar photograph of vessels 
anchored at panama (pacific entrance) 
and vessels entering the canal.

Southbound vessels from Atlantic to Pacific.



The tidal range at the Pacific entrance to the 
canal is 20 feet.

The tidal range at the Atlantic entrance to 
the canal is 3 feet.

It is possible that the level of the Pacific could 
be 12 feet above the level of the Atlantic at 
the same time.

The depth at Lake Gatun is 42 feet.

From Pacific entrance (Panama)  to Atlantic 
entrance (Cristobal)

Miralfores lock  > 2 steps up = 54 feet 

Pedro Miguel lock > 1 step up = 31 feet

Now at 85 feet above sea level 

Gatun lock > 3 steps down = ( to sea level )
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The canal is 44.3 nautical miles 
(51 miles) from the Pacific to Atlantic. 
and takes 8-10 hours to transit. About 

35-40 vessels transit every day. 

The Atlantic entrance is 22.5 miles 
west of the Pacific entrance.

A ship travelling from New York to 
San Francisco saves 7,872 miles

through the canal Instead of 
around the southern tip of 

South America.



Lowry: “docks to the right, then a launch comes alongside and 20 negros 
carrying canvas bags climb up a pilot ladder.”

The four people standing on the stern of the ship, wearing blue tops, are 
the people Lowry is referring to. They are the “linemen” who secure the ship 
to the locomotives thus keeping the ship central in the locks



Up until 1963, transit of the canal took place during daylight hours. Vessels would begin transit from the Atlantic side  in 
the afternoon and the Pacific side in the morning and would pass on the Gatun lake. In 1963, transits began during the 
hours of darkness with the introduction of fluorescent lighting. Vessels of over 60 feet in length will have at least one pilot.
Some vessels such as car carriers can have as many a three pilots.



Three bridges cross the canal:
Bridge of the Americas (1962), Balbao, Panama city, allowing the pan-American highway to cross the Panama Canal.
Centennial bridge (2004) Culebra Cut.
Atlantic Bridge (2018) Colon.



Every vessel will pass through the locks under its own propulsion. The mules function is to keep the vessel centred in 
the chamber. The mule weighs 50 tons each and operate with two traction units of 290hp each. The first mules / 
locomotives, cost $13,217 and were built by General Electric, an American company. The Japanese company 
Mitsubishi is the current manufacturer, and they now cost us $2.3 million each. The new locks do not use mules. 
Each ship is guided through by two tugboats.



On the 4th September 2010, the ship “Fortune Plum” became the one millionth vessel to transit the canal.

The lowest toll paid for transiting the canal was 36 cents by Richard Halliburton when he swam the length of 
the canal in 1928. 

Cruise ships are charged $138-148 per bed. Thus, a ship carrying 4,000 passengers would be charged $552,000 
> $592,000 (£422,000) to ensure a daylight passage through the canal, cruise ships are charged a further 
$30,000. Today, large cargo ships pay more than a million dollars .



A curious connection with the Isle of Man is engineer William Kennish, born on Isle of Man and responsible for 
the first survey of possible Panama Canal locations.

The Panama Canal is the only place in the world where military commanders must relinquish control of their 
ship to the ACP (Panama Canal Authority) pilot.







Major David du Bose Galliard, a US Army engineer, was placed in charge 
of the construction of the central portion of the Panama Canal, The 
Culebra Cut. This was the most difficult part to engineer and where most 
men lost their lives.

The USA controlled the canal until ownership was passed on to the 
republic of Panama after 1999 following the signing of the Torrijos-Carter 
treaties in 1977. Until this time the US had complete authority and control 
of the Panama Canal zone, which extended five miles either side of the 
canal centre line (excluding the cities of Colon and Panama.) 
Panamanians required special permission from the US authorities to even 
enter this zone.





In general, tolls are determined by ship 
measurements parameters. To determine net 
canal tonnage, the system applies a 
mathematical formula for the measurement of 
total ship volume.

A net panama ton is equivalent to 100 cubic 
feet of volumetric capacity. The appropriate 
rate is applied depending on whether the ship 
is laden or in ballast. The laden rate is applied 
to ships carrying cargo, containers or 
passengers, and the ballast rate is applied to 
ships that are not carrying passengers, 
containers or cargo. 

Vessels less that 60 feet in length will pay 
around $16,000 For a full transit.



The Panama Canal Railway is the oldest operating  railway in the 
world. The first track was constructed between 1850 and 1855 in 
response to the 1849 Californian gold rush. The train runs parallel 
to the canal, 47.6 miles from colon to Balboa in Panama.

The Railway runs a tourist train once every day departing at 07.15 
from panama city and back from colon at 17.15 (one-way $25). 
The primary function today is to move some 1,500 containers a 
day between the Atlantic and Pacific ports, on trains with up to 
55 flatbeds or double stacks. This is done for container vessels, 
which were too large for entering lock chambers (prior to the 
building of the new locks) and also to move empty containers.



And now we head east and to the island of Curacao









As the ship sails into Willemstad, Lowry describes the scene as 
they head past the pontoon bridge (Queen Emma Bridge) and 
into St.Anna Bay:



Curacao bridges

Queen Juliana bridge opened  30th April 1974.  Four lanes, height 185ft. Queen Emma pontoon bridge.  Closed to 
traffic once the Queen Juliana bridge was complete.








